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delta of the Indus contains no forests, but its shores and inlets abound with low thickets of mangrove-trees, the wood of which makes good fuel. The Forest department has lately introduced several valuable exotics, including the tamarind, the water-chestnut, and the tallow-tree. In 1860-1 the revenue derived from the Sind forests was i>2 lakhs, while the receipts in 1903-4 amounted to nearly 3^ lakhs. These are mainly from grazing fees, the sale of firewood and timber, cultivation, fisheries, charcoal, babul pods and seeds, reeds, &c. Large quantities of firewood are exported.
The salt of the delta is the only mineral product of commercial importance. Extensive beds of remarkably pure bay salt occur on the Sirganda creek, an eastern arm of the Indus, said to ke capable of supplying the consumption of the whole world for a century. Since 1880, no salt has been taken from these deposits, all that is required being manufactured at Maurypur. The only deposits now worked are at Dilyar and Saran in Thar and Parkar. Fuller's earth and soda compounds are found in Sind.
Lignite occurs interbedded with the lower Ranikot formation, southwest of Kotri. Limestone is found abundantly over Western Sind, often containing numerous flint nodules which were, at one time, largely made use of for flintlocks. Hot sulphurous springs occur at a number of places along the hills of Western Sind, the best known being those of Lakhi near Sehwan, and Magar Pir north of Karachi.
Though chiefly an agricultural and pastoral country, Sind has a reputation for pottery, leathern work, and carpets, which in design and finish are equal to the productions of any part of the
manufactures Bombay Presidency. The chief articles produced in Hyderabad are blankets, coarse cotton cloth, camel fittings, metal-work, lacquered work, enamel, and gold and silver embroidery. Hala is famous for pottery and tiles, Bubak for carpets, and Tatta for cotton hmgis. The principal productions of Shikarpur are earthenware, metal vessels of all descriptions, coarse cotton cloth, and leathern articles. Lacquered work, embroidered shoes, woollen carpets, and saddle-bags are the chief products of the Upper Sind Frontier District.
In 1904 there were 30 cotton-ginning mills in the province, mostly in Hyderabad (23), which employed more than 4,000 hands. Many rice-husking factories have been opened in Larkana District. In Karachi District the numerous factories include an arsenal, 6 cotton-ginning, cleaning, and pressing factories, 2 bone-mills, 2 metal works, and a railway workshop. The province has in all 40 factories, employing over 8,000 operatives.
The trade of Sind centres almost entirely in the great seaport of